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1st April, 2020 

 

Dear Colleagues,  

 

As of yesterday, 31th March 2020, the number of confirmed COVID-19 cases was 44. 

The UVRI continues to support the national efforts to respond to this pandemic by 

providing timely and accurate diagnostic testing services. To date, we have 

received and tested more than 1300 samples. Special thanks to the team that is 

working tirelessly to ensure that UVRI’s input to the national response plan is effective 

and timely. Special thanks to our partners and collaborators who have supported 

our efforts, particularly at this time when the whole world is in need of the kind of 

support that we have received.  

 

Following the additional guidelines issued by H.E. on Monday evening (attached), 

the UVRI management team has agreed as follows;  

 

1. Suspend all non-critical activities- all activities that are not critical, i.e not 

related to COVID-19, disease outbreak preparedness and response, clinical care, 

maintenance of cells/cultures, ensuring there is continuous provision of services such 

as power, IT, LN, procurement etc will be suspended for the 14 days the President 

announced.  

 

2. Non- critical staff should stay home. With the exception of staff that are 

directly conducting COVID-19 related activities such as diagnostics and research, 

plus a few other staff mentioned above that will support the critical functions of the 

institute, all staff are expected to stay home for the stipulated period of 14 days. 

Staff that stay near the Institute or within the staff quarters and therefore whose 

movement to work may not be interrupted by the transport restrictions are also 

expected to stay at home unless they are involved in critical work.  

 

3. Health and safety- All health and safety measures earlier put in place and 

communicated such as hand washing and sanitizing facilities, sample handling, no 

sample collection at UVRI etc. will continue to be enforced.  

 

4. Transport- the institute has obtained COVID-19 stickers to be given to critical 

staff that will continue work during this period. A list of such people was provided by 

the Heads of departments and sections.  

 

This is a challenging time for everyone, but I urge you to stay safe and support UVRI’s 

role in fighting this pandemic by adhering to the directives and guidelines issued. 
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We will continue to receive and share updates from the Ministry of Health, the World 

Health Organization and others relevant as and when they are available.  

 

Thank you,  

 

 
 

Prof Pontiano Kaleebu 

DIRECTOR 


